
Name: ________________________

Get a Topic – Now! 

Topic Development Exercise
LibGuide:  http://libguides.riohondo.edu/TopicDevelopment
1. No ideas for a topic?  Use the Topic Development LibGuide
See the list of topics from the library website for a quick start.


2. List your ideas for a topic or area(s) of interest:


a. _____________________


b. _____________________
 

c. _____________________


3. Look at the topic books listed in the LibGuide, the topics list on the Library Website or a subject encyclopedia in your area of interest.

4. Begin your background research, see the LibGuide for guidance.

a. use one or more of the following:
 

· Gale Virtual Reference Library

· Britannica Online
· Subject Encyclopedias (use the library catalog or ask for librarian help)

· Opposing Viewpoints (books or database)


b. Locate and write down definitions of topic words that can be used as keywords (main concepts).  


c. While reading and writing the definitions keep an eye out for issues that will help you focus your topic.  


d. The definitions will also help you develop related terms.  Use a separate sheet of paper to write your definitions and to note the issues.

5. Develop your KEYWORDS (main concepts).  List your KEYWORDS and one or more RELATED TERMS or synonyms for each KEYWORD.  


	
	KEYWORD-1


	KEYWORD-2
	KEYWORD-3

	Related term
	
	
	

	Related term
	
	
	


6. Locate an article, essay, or report from a database about one of the issues for your topic that you want to research.

7. Title of the article, essay, report found in number 7:

 ____________________________________________________________



8. Date published: _______________________________

9. What type of information did you locate; periodical article, essay, book chapter, report, etc.

___________________________________________

10.  Email the database information to yourself.
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